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The Plight of Bees
Can designers help 
arrest the decline of 
global pollinators?

MIX(ed) Messages
We chart a series of 
micro-drivers with 
the potential to spark 
ideas in the future.

Influences
Ideas & inspiration for 
the coming season.
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60 Mother Earth
Reconnecting  
with nature and 
female-centric 
spiritual power.
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Design Direction One 
2025 Land
Reframing protection 
for the environment 
has never been more 
important.

Design Direction Two 
2025 Soul
Paganism and 
eco-spirituality to 
ameliorate climate 
change fears.
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Early Adopters 
2024 Helter-skelter
This challenging, 
chaotic and slightly 
unsettling palette  
has proved impossible 
to ignore.

Colour Stories: Beige
Often underestimated, 
this hard-working 
neutral’s current  
re-evaluation is timely.

Long Read: 
A Relative Absence 

Are we seeing a 
decline in colour or  
is a more nuanced  
picture emerging?

Early Adopters 
2024 Memory 

Marking the fleeting 
temporality of life by 
exploring connections 
to our past. 
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O
ur stories in this issue are a perfect illustration of the way that one macro driver 
can inform two diametrically opposed aesthetics. In many ways, the threat of 
climate change is hanging so heavily that its influence is of course being felt on 
multiple levels. Our first story, Land, is optimistic; looking at the positive ways that 
designers can become strong advocates for a sustainable agenda on varied fronts. 

Whether this be the protection of pollinators, planning for biodiverse green spaces in urban 
developments, working with agricultural waste or highlighting the benefits of ecotourism, 
opportunities clearly abound.

In contrast, our second story, Soul, is more introspective; delving into climate change 
anxiety, and the negative impact it has on our collective wellbeing. In the face of the daunting 
challenges ahead, it is perhaps no wonder that many are trying to find peace and answers 
through ancient religions that believe in the divine sentience of the natural world. The 
appeal lies in a gentler, lighter touch that protects and conserves what remains rather than 
continuing down the current path of damaging and dangerous extraction. In tandem, we look 
to indigenous communities’ often symbiotic relationship with the land as a guide. 

In this issue we also look at exciting developments in the lighting sector, especially in terms 
of colour. Once dominated by task functions and architectural principles of form, there is now 
room for artists to play with the many possibilities of lighting, not least by introducing colour, 
shade and nuance. The latest drivers, seen at this year’s Milan Design Week, were inspiring, 
more art installation than office solution, and all the better for it. And finally, for those looking 
for an overview on the other big directions we spotted in Milan, there’s a six-page review with 
new stories and materials. We also include comprehensive colour breakdowns for the first 
time, to help you make sense of this year’s most directional event.

Tamsin Kingswell ––– Editor-in-Chief ––– @colour_hive

W O R D

W O R D

0
7  FO

R
E

W
O

R
D

Adrian Pepe | Aegilops Tauschii
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Christopher Kane
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Surface

Clockwise from top left: Silvia Zagni | Nido | Photo courtesy of Rossana Orlandi; Elishia Jackson; Joyce Lin | Ghostwood chair and table; Katie Rose Johnston | M A N I F E S T O; Morgane 
Tschiember | Shibari stool | Image courtesy of ColAAb 2022
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Clockwise from top left: A Lot Of Brasil | Design by Pedro Franco | Mesa Raiz | Bahia collection | Photo Marco Antonio Todas; Melina Xenaki | Kri-Kri | Photo Rachel Kaufmann; Antonin Mongin |  
Paleolithic gradient hair weaving; Greg Kent | Lace Oak coffee pot | Tea and Imperial Sympathy set | Photo Jonathan Lynch; Natalia BRILLI | Paradise 2022 | Photo Hugard & Vanoverschelde;  
Agne Kucerenkaite | Ignorance is Bliss tableware | Circolare exhibition at Isola
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Clockwise from top left: Annie Spratt; Zizipho Poswa | Omulenda, Ovawambo, 2022 | Image courtesy of Hayden Phipps and Southern Guild; Stefan Buxbaum | Wild Meadow | Photo courtesy of 
Marion Friedmann Gallery; Artsy; Melina Xenaki | Kri-Kri | Photo Rachel Kaufmann

Pattern
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Clockwise from top: A Lot of Brasil | Design by Pedro Franco | Mesa Kintsugi | Photo Marco Antonio Todas; Hamza Kadiri | Royal Laos Ebony side table | Photo Alessio Mei; Paul Gauguin | 
L’enlevement d’Europe, 1895 | Rosenwald Collection; Alvaro Catalán de Ocón | Ceramics Cu | Photo Teresa Piensos Gomez; Adrian Pepe | Entangled Matters exhibition, 2020
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